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tion of his comrade to the fact, he asked him "to watch him drop that Indian," a feat which he succeeded in performing. Several other Indians rushed to the assistance of their fallen comrade, when ^Private Tuttle, by a skilful and rapid use of his breech-loading Springfield, succeeded in killing two other warriors. The Indians, enraged no doubt at this rough handling, directed their aim at Private Tuttle, who fell pierced through the head by a rifle-bullet. He "was one of the most useful and daring soldiers who ever served under my command.
About this time Captain French, who was engaged with the Indians who were attacking us from below, succeeded in shooting a warrior from his saddle, while several ponies were known to be wounded or disabled.    The Indians now began to display a strong force in our front on the bluffs.    Colonel Hart was ordered to push a Hue of dismounted men to the crest, and prevent the further advance of the enemy towards the river.    This duty was handsomely performed by a portion of Captain Yates's squadron.   Colonel Hart liad posted Lieutenant Charles Braden and twenty men on a small knoll which commanded our left.   Against this party the Indians made their first onslaught.   A mounted party of warriors, numbering nearly two hundred, rode boldly to within thirty yards of Lieutenant Braden's position, when the latter and his command delivered such a well-directed fire that the Indians were driven rapidly from that part of the field, after having evidently suffered considerable loss. Unfortunately Lieutenant Braden received a rifle-ball through the Tipper part of the thigh, passing directly through the bone, but he maintained his position with great gallantry and coolness until he liad repulsed the enemy.  Hundreds of Indians were now to be seen galloping up and down along our front, each moment becoming bolder, owing to the smallness of our force which was then visible. Believing the proper time had arrived to assume the offensive, orders to this effect were accordingly sent to Colonel Hart and Captain French, the two wing commanders.   Lieutenant "VYeston was directed to move his troop " L " up a deep ravine on our left, which •would convey him to the enemy's position, and as soon as an opportunity occurred he was to charge them, and pursue the Indians with all the vigor practicable.   Immediately after, Captain Owen Hale was directed to move his squadron, consisting of "E" and "K"